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"FROM GENERAL TAYLOR ■> 

• nOrm SSION IS WINDING UP ITS BUSINESS IN SAIGON j^AND MOVING 
TO BANGKOK OCTOBER 250 RESULTS TO DATE ARE REPCRiED IN 53&. 

WITH REGARD TO THE CR I T I CAL. QUEST I ON OF INTRODUCING U. S. 
MILITARY FORCES INTO VN: . 

MY VIEV/ IS THAT WE SHOULD PUT IN A TASK FORCE CONSISTING 
LARGELY OF LOGISTICAL TROOPS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PARTICIPATING 
IN FLOOD REL I EF "ANiYFaT^T hi E* SAME TIME OF PROVIDING A U e S « 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN VN CAPABLE J3F _ ASSURING DIEM OF.OUR 
READINESS TO JOIN H 1 M . . I N ''/T _ "M I L |.T AR Y SHOWDOWN WITH THE VIET 
''CONG OR V f ET M I NH TO RELATE THE INTRODUCTION OF THESE TROOPS 
TO THE NEEDS OF FLOOD RELIEF SEEMS TO ME TO OFFER CONSIDERABLE 
ADVANTAGES IN VC AND ABROAD c IT GIVES A SPECIFIC HUMAN! I AR! AN 



Authority^ 

By 


declassified ^ 


KARS, Date 


TASK 





reproductior mo:.*. this ccf, 

PRO:!!I;ITEO UNLESS 




I38S& 

*% 
w 

i 


o This copy must be returned to Rrd/R cent ral Id u s with J • -- 

- TzncT'< </_- *'/ . * 

TAKEN J- 


ACT ION 

V ' /'* 

ACSlO«f.O 

TO- \T- m ' 

r.'Af-'.C C ” 

O c F i C C « 

5, Off ICC 

SVi/n-L _ Y 


TAKE n 

O a T L Or 
ACT IC-N 


A- /. 


. / 

/ / 


OlHECTiCr-S 
TO f < / S 







JfrT KO.SKHOJC 




, ’ *<• * r. I 


HOD 


6 


f *? 
^ ' 


-2- 537, OCTOBER 25,. 1 P.M., FROM SAIGON 

•r 

T*ci/ ». Tl)E PRIME REASON FOR THE COMING OF OUR TROOPS AND 
aOo^DS ANY SUGGEST I ON THAT WE ARE TAKING OVER RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. ^THEJE AS^J SPEC 

one, we can. 

JQ£SXk.E. ALTER NAT I VELY, WE CAN PHASE THEM INTO OTHER ACT- 
IVITIES IF WE WISH TO REMAIN LONGER. 

THE STRENGTH OF -THE FORCE ..I HAVE IN MIND ON "HE ORDER OF 
A 2^00 TROOPS. ITS INITIAL COMPOSITION SHOULD BE WORKED 
"o^HERrAFTER STUDY OF THE POSSIBLE RE Q U1 R EMENTS AND CON- 
D IT IONS FOR ITS USE AND SUBSEQUENi MODIFICATIONS >A 
EXPERIENCE. 

IN ADDITION TO THE LOGISTICAL COMPONENT, IT WILL BE NECESSARY 

T 0 n^uyO£J^ME^.CQMBAEE^.R QOPS__ FOR JT H 77i k ' 

OPERATIONS AND THE DEFENSE OF THE AREA CCCUPIE • * 

forcesT any tr oops _ coming, jo, ,-YNc- iiAy^EXPXCX^l: % 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, THIS KIND 0F_ TASK, £ORC E J.T lL]^XXEPvClSE..-UJJJ r E: 
DIRECT INFLUENCE OS'TTI^ . C ? mop Air 

1 -rowever^ give a'much'needed shot in i he arm to national mora l, 

^.CULARLY IF COMBINED WITH OTHER ACTION 5 SHOWING THAI A MORE. 
EFFECTIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP IN THE COMMON CAUSE HAS BEE 
ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE GVN AND THE U. S. 
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